Coburn Gore Forest
A hidden gem in Western Maine

Land Worth Conserving
There are few opportunities in the Northeast to permanently conserve a tract of
forestland such as presented by the 8,300-acre Coburn Gore Forest project. The
property extends northward into Canada, with the ridgetop serving as both the
international border and the property’s northern perimeter. The project property
is rooted in the Western Maine mountains - a five million-acre region of national
and global significance and which lies at the heart of the Northern Appalachian/
Acadian Forest. The project lands have been family-owned for generations and
will be conserved using a working forest easement. Conserving the Coburn Gore
forestlands will fill a critical gap—connecting Maine conserved lands to Crown
lands and Nature Conservancy Canada lands in Quebec.
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Conservation Values
The Coburn Gore lands have exceptional conservation values that encompass
several important ecosystems. They contain well-managed forests, including
late-successional stands; several ponds, including the entire shoreline of one that
is completely undeveloped; rare plants such as Swamp Fly-Honeysuckle; a series
of unique wetlands and bogs; and two state-designated Heritage Fish waters.
Additionally, a no-harvest reserve is proposed that will encompass hundreds of
acres of state mapped Inland Wading Bird and Waterfowl Habitat. The property
provides habitat for countless species such as moose, white-tailed deer, black bear,
Canada lynx, and several bat species. Conserving this land will ensure the habitats
for these species (and many more) will remain undeveloped.
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Historical Values
In 1775, Benedict Arnold led a force of more than 1,000 men on an attack
of Quebec through the Kennebec River watershed in batteaux via a series of
waterways and portages across these lands. The Benedict Arnold Trail is considered
an American Battlefield and an important piece of American Revolutionary
history. Several archaeological sites related to the Arnold Trail have been
documented in and around the Coburn Gore project lands. The easement would
protect these historical values in perpetuity.
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Coburn Gore Forest Project
Development Threats
The project lands are located in a highly strategic location given
their adjacency to Quebec, the existence of a state road (Route
27), and a border crossing facility proximate to the project lands.
These lands have been targeted for transportation and energy
related infrastructure over the years and although none have yet
come to fruition, these proposals illustrate that the project lands
are susceptible to potential development.
Additional development pressure comes from the threat of second
homes along scenic Route 27 for people who recreate in the area
or who frequent Sugarloaf Mountain ski resort, located nearby.
The project easement would permanently prohibit development,
transmission lines, and mining.
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Making It Happen
Many regional and statewide organizations, individuals, and public
officials support this project, such as the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Maine Historic Preservation
Commission, The Nature Conservancy, and Nature Conservancy
Canada.
To successfully complete the project, FSM needs to raise
$4.4 million by July 2022. Fundraising has begun and initial
contributions have been received.Your support and that of others
with connections to this special part of Maine’s North Woods
can make a difference and help continue the momentum of this
exceptional project. Reaching this goal will provide the funds
needed to conserve the property in perpetuity and provide the
ability for FSM to pursue additional forest conservation to benefit
all who care for and enjoy Maine’s forests. If you have questions
or would like to learn more about this project contact Karin
Tilberg, FSM Executive Director.
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