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Forest Society of Maine Conserves

22,000 Acres of Important Forestland in 

Northwestern Maine

[Bangor, ME] --- Forest Society of Maine Executive Director, Alan Hutchinson announced today that 22,000 acres of important forestland, including lands in three townships: Chain-of-Ponds, Massachusetts Gore, and Seven Ponds, have been permanently protected through a conservation easement. Known as the Boundary Headwaters project, these lands include the headwaters of the Kennebago and Dead Rivers, and abut the Maine-Quebec border in Franklin County, Maine. The Forest Society of Maine (FSM) acquired the easement this past December from International Paper Company (IP), the owner of the lands at the time.

The mountainous, border region forming the boundary between Maine and Quebec is a region with significant ecological and recreational values as well as timber resources worthy of special attention. FSM was able to build on the strong relationship it has with IP––the result of working together on the 20,000-acre, Nicatous Lake conservation easement lands in eastern Maine since 1999. 

Hutchinson stated, “The Nicatous easement experience facilitated discussions and led to agreement on an easement for the Boundary Headwaters project.” Discussions focused on one location of high priority to FSM: a 22,000-acre, self-contained, high country valley, tucked against the Quebec border and encapsulating the entire watershed around the headwater ponds of the Kennebago River. The easement is designed to keep these lands undeveloped, provide riparian and ecological protections, and ensure that forestry is practiced in a sustainable manner, including continuing to be certified under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. The easement also ensures public access to an important snowmobile corridor that leads to the Canadian border as well as access for hunting and camping.

The border between Maine and Canada follows a sinuous 150-mile route, mountaintop to mountaintop through this high country, following the ridgeline that separates the Saint Lawrence River from the rivers that flow to the Gulf of Maine. For decades, these lands have been known best to outdoor enthusiasts and foresters. Their wildness and remoteness is largely the result of the stable ownership and management by forest products companies for many decades. Work by groups including The Nature Conservancy, Maine Natural Areas Program, and others in both the U.S and Canada, is documenting the significant ecological, recreational, and forestry values of this high, border land. It contains some of the largest remaining tracts of unfragmented forestlands in the East, connecting with important forestlands in Canada. These lands sustain a valuable flow of forests products and provide habitat for many species of fish and wildlife and rare plants and animals. The ability to protect a complete watershed comprised of productive forestland surrounding the headwaters ponds of the Kennebago heightened FSM’s interests since the Kennebago supports an important population of native brook trout––valued by anglers and critical to Maine’s brook trout management program.

“The vision of a permanent conservation future for these important Boundary Headwaters lands would not have become reality without the leadership of George Browning, Richard Lewis, and Richard Page,” added Hutchinson. FSM needed to raise more than $2 million to acquire the easement, cover expenses, and establish a permanent stewardship fund to ensure perpetual oversight of the easement. “A wonderful group of hardworking FSM volunteers led by Mr. Browning, Lewis, and Page stepped forward to meet that challenge,” Hutchinson continued. “With support from many who have hiked and fished these lands, and in particular many with ties to the Megantic Fish and Game Club, a historic set of sporting camps dating back more than 100 years in the area, the fundraising goal was met.” 

Since closing on this 22,000-acre easement, IP sold all its land in Maine, including these lands under easement, to GMO Renewable Resources, LLC (GMO). FSM and GMO are now working together to ensure the easement goals are met. In looking forward, Hutchinson stated, “FSM views the Boundary Headwaters project as a building block to further thoughtful conservation in the broader Boundary Headwaters region that can sustain the unique values of this special region forever.” 

The Forest Society of Maine is a Bangor-based land trust dedicated to conserving the many values of forestlands in Maine: ecological, recreational, scenic, cultural, and economic. To date, FSM has helped conserve more than 400,000 acres of woods and waters across Maine.  


